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January 27, 2020 
 
Via Email: 
Modesto Mayor Ted Brandvold (mayor@modestogov.com) 
Councilmember Mani Grewal (mgrewal@modestogov.com) 
Councilmember Tony Madrigal (tmadrigal@modestogov.com) 
Councilmember Kristi Ah You (kahyou@modestogov.com) 
Councilmember Bill Zoslocki (bzoslocki@modestogov.com) 
Councilmember Jenny Kenoyer (jkenoyer@modestogov.com) 
Councilmember Douglas Ridenour (dridenour@modestogov.com) 
 
 Re: Appointment of Sebastian Jones to Board of Building Appeals; 
  Public records request 
 
Dear Mayor, Councilmembers, and City Attorney: 
 
I am a Modesto resident and homeowner, an attorney, and a concerned citizen.  I write to share my 
concerns about how the appointment of Sebastian Jones to the Board of Building Appeals has been 
handled.  I believe that Mr. Jones has been treated unfairly by the four Councilmembers who voted 
against appointing him to the Board of Building Appeals, and that the reasons offered by those 
Councilmembers for their decision to vote against the appointment are without merit. 
 
To the four Councilmembers who voted against Mr. Jones’s appointment, I ask you to read this 
letter and the attached transcript of portions of the December 3 and December 10 Council 
meetings.  It is my hope that, when you see it in black and white, you will realize that you made a 
mistake and were unjustified in opposing the appointment.  I ask you to reconsider the fairness of 
that decision and to reverse your position when this matter is again brought before the Council. 
 
Please also allow this letter to serve as a public records request pursuant to the California Public 
Records Act (Gov. Code §§ 6250, et seq.).  My requests are included at the end of this letter.   
 
  I.  BACKGROUND 
 
A. The Board of Building Appeals. 
 
The Modesto Code of Ordinances includes a Building Maintenance Code that “sets minimum 
standards for existing structures and premises with regard to things like ventilation, heating, 
sanitation, and safety.”  It provides for the appointment of a Building Official, whose job it is to 
interpret and enforce the provisions of the Building Code and to issue notices and orders to ensure 



compliance with the Building Code.  Anyone who receives such a notice or order may appeal it to 
the Board of Building Appeals. 
 
The City’s website says the following about the Board of Building Appeals: 
 

Responsibilities:  The Board of Building Appeals' primary responsibility is to hear appeals 
from any person questioning an order of the City's Chief Building Official related to building, 
plumbing, mechanical, electrical, dangerous building or housing codes. The Board 
recommends changes to the building codes as appropriate. 

 
Membership Requirements:  Must be a registered voter in the City of Modesto and be 
capable of voting on building construction issues based on experience and training. 

 
Some but not all of the current and recent members of the Board of Building Appeals have worked 
in the building industry.   
 
B. Mr. Jones’s application for appointment to the Board of Building Appeals. 
 
I am familiar with the City’s process of appointing citizens to serve on boards, commissions and 
committees, and have myself been appointed to two City commissions.  It is my understanding that 
Mr. Jones applied for appointment to a vacant seat on the Board of Building Appeals and that the 
Appointments Committee recommended his appointment.  For at least the last several years, the 
Appointments Committee’s recommendations have consistently been approved by the Council 
without any discussion or debate.  No one I have spoken to has been able to recall an instance 
when there was discussion or debate at a Council meeting about a recommendation made by the 
Appointments Committee. 
 
When Mr. Jones sought appointment to a board, the Council departed from its usual procedure.  
Approval of the Appointments Committee’s recommendation to appoint him was listed on the 
November 26, 2019 agenda, but was pulled from the agenda, without explanation to the public, 
and continued to a future Council meeting date.  It did not appear on the agenda for the December 
3, 2019 Council meeting, but was the first item on the agenda for the December 10, 2019 meeting.  
It was then continued to a future date, and is back on the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting.  
 
C. Council meeting of December 3, 2019. 
 
One of the items on the agenda at the December 3, 2019 Council meeting was: “Hearing to consider 
PDA-19-003, amendment to Planned Development Zone P-D(602), 1.1-acre property located at 
1192 Norwegian Avenue, to allow for a 24-unit two-story apartment complex. (Funding Source: 
Developer Funded).”   
 
Mr. Jones spoke during the public comments section following the presentation on this agenda 
item.  He asked whether the proposed development included provisions for disabled people and 
whether any units would be designated for low-income residents.  He voiced concern that there has 
been inadequate development of low-income housing on the south side and west side of Modesto.  
He said that if he was the mayor, his response to developers who want to build in north and east 
Modesto would be to incentivize them build some units in south and west Modesto as well, 



perhaps using tax breaks.  He expressed a belief that the City’s homelessness problem could be 
lessened by the development of more affordable housing.  He suggested that Councilmember 
Grewal, who is building a hotel in Modesto, also build some houses in west Modesto, and said to 
Councilmember Zoslocki, “You’re into that low-income housing thing, you said, whatever, you’re an 
investor.  Well, tell your boys to invest in south Modesto and west Modesto.”     
  
My transcript of Mr. Jones’s remarks is attached.   
   
D. Council meeting of December 10, 2019. 
 
Item 1 on the agenda was “Consider approving the appointment of Sebastian Jones and Adis Bey to 
the Board of Building Appeals with a term expiration of January 1, 2024.”  Councilmember Kenoyer 
asked that the two appointments be considered separately, and her request was granted.  After 
some public comment, Councilmember Madrigal moved that the Council approve the appointment 
of Mr. Jones to the Board of Building Appeals and Councilmember Ah You seconded the motion.  
Councilmembers Kenoyer, Ridenour, Grewal, and Zoslocki voted no on the motion, and it was 
defeated.  Members of the community asked that those Councilmembers explain the reasons for 
their vote, and they did so, offering three main reasons: 
 
Reason 1:  Three of the four Councilmembers who voted against the motion claimed that Mr. Jones 
is unable to serve effectively on the Board of Building Appeals because he recently stated that he 
would only support projects in south and west Modesto. 
 

Councilmember Grewal said: “The Board of Building Appeals looks at projects throughout 
the City, and if the person on that board is going to say, well, if it’s not in a certain 
geographic location I don’t want that project to happen, then that’s a concern for me. . . .  I 
would like to get that clear, that you’re not going to have this discussion based on the 
geographic location of a project; you’re going to look at a project based on its merits, not on 
geographical location.”  

 
Councilmember Kenoyer said: “[A]fter last Tuesday – I wasn’t going to vote no until last 
Tuesday when he showed that he could not be fair and objective, that he is so fixated on 
that we aren’t doing anything for the west and south side of Modesto that I do not believe 
that if issues came to him that he could actually be fair and objective. . . . he said I would not 
allow any building on the east side; it would all have to be on the west side.”   

 
Councilmember Ridenour said: “It requires him to have the primary responsibility to hear 
appeals from any person questioning an order of the chief building department.  And what 
he’s explained to us, I think he would have issues with that.  Because he’s already told us – 
he told us last Tuesday he would not approve anything unless a building is first built on the 
west side or south Modesto.”   

 
If you read the attached transcript or go back and view the video from the December 3 meeting, 
you will see that Mr. Jones did not say, directly or indirectly, that if he were in a position of any kind 
of power in Modesto he would allow development only in West and South Modesto and would 
block projects in East and North Modesto.       
 



 
Further, even if Mr. Jones had stated that his work on this committee would be limited to 
advocating for projects in south and west Modesto, the nature of this committee’s work does not 
lend itself to such discrimination, and in fact makes it essentially impossible.  The Board of Building 
Appeals does not approve new construction.  It hears appeals of the Building Official’s decisions 
related to properties throughout Modesto, often concerning renovations that have been done 
without a valid permit or otherwise in violation of provisions of the Building Code.  In the last two 
years there have been 13 meetings during which hearings have been held concerning 33 properties 
– all of them existing buildings; none of them new construction.  Members of the Board of Building 
Appeals do not greenlight projects and do not have any power to decide where building may or may 
not be done.  They simply do not have the opportunity to see to it that development is done in one 
part of the City rather than another.   
 
It is troubling that three Councilmembers, all of whom were present at the December 3 meeting, 
came up with the same unfounded excuse for voting against Mr. Jones.   
 
Reason 2:  Councilmember Ridenour also stated that he had pulled all of the applications for 
appointment to the Board of Building Appeals and reviewed them, and had concluded that other 
candidates might be more qualified for the position than Mr. Jones.   
 
If this is your reason, then you have to apply it to everyone equally.  If not, then it is unacceptable 
that Mr. Jones has been singled out and subjected to a level of scrutiny far above that which is 
applied to all other applicants.   
 
Reason 3:  Three of the four Councilmembers said they voted against Mr. Jones because he has 
accused them of being racist. 
 

Councilmember Zoslocki said: “Mr. Jones repeatedly has pulled the race card out and called 
us racists, right here, multiple times.  . .  .  So I’m waiting for Sebastian, after the five of us – 
he called us racists multiple times – to ever say you know I’m sorry, I shouldn’t have said it.” 

 
Councilmember Kenoyer said: “I feel like I am being taken advantage of, because every time 
Mr. Jones comes here he says it’s because he’s black.  It’s not because he’s black – it’s 
because of what he says.” 

 
Councilmember Ridenour said: “He has called me racist . . . .”   

 
Racism is a tricky thing.  Those who are its targets are more likely to perceive it than bystanders or 
those on the delivering end.  And, for most people, it hurts to be called racist – so much so that it is 
difficult to have meaningful and honest conversations (or even self-examination) about whether 
there might be some truth to that accusation.   
 
I would invite you to thoughtfully reconsider whether racism – your own, or that which is 
institutionalized, or a combination of both – played a role in your reaction to Mr. Jones’s 
application.  The other reasons offered by the four Councilmembers who voted against Mr. Jones 
are meritless, and it is honestly difficult to understand what could have motivated that decision 
other than racism.   



 
E. The real reason four Councilmembers voted against Mr. Jones. 
 
I don’t know the answer to this question.  It’s not because the entire Council routinely examines all 
of the applications for every position to determine who is the “most qualified.”  And it’s not 
because Mr. Jones would even have the opportunity as a member of the Board of Building Appeals 
to prioritize projects in west and south Modesto over projects in other parts of the City.  I have 
thought about it quite a bit, and I think that it’s because of racism and, to a lesser degree, because 
he embarrassed you by calling you out in public for giving short shrift to the poorer areas of the 
City.  Neither of these is a good basis for your decision to vote against his appointment, and I again 
ask that you please reconsider.   
 
F. Public records request. 
 
Finally, please allow this letter to serve as a public records request, pursuant to the California Public 
Records Act (Gov. Code § 6250, et seq.)., for all written communications between (a) any City 
Council member and (b) any other City Council member or City employee, staff, or representative 
concerning the appointment of Sebastian Jones to the Board of Building Appeals.  As used herein, 
“written communications” include correspondence, letters, memos, reports, emails, text messages, 
whether transmitted by electronic means or on paper.  Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

/s/ 
 

Lisa Battista 
 
 
 
 



Transcripts of portions of the December 3 and December 10, 2019 Council meetings 
 
December 3, 2019 
 
Mr. Jones spoke during the public comments section following the presentation on the agenda item 
titled: “Hearing to consider PDA-19-003, amendment to Planned Development Zone P-D(602), 1.1-
acre property located at 1192 Norwegian Avenue, to allow for a 24-unit two-story apartment 
complex. (Funding Source: Developer Funded ).”     
 
Comments of Sebastian Jones, 1:24:43- 1:29:58: 

 
Jones Mayor, do you have anything for the handicapped?  Parking?  I didn’t hear him say 

anything about the handicapped. 
 
Brandvold I’m sure it’s compliant with the current codes -- 
 
Jones Well, you’ve got to state it. 
 
Brandvold I’m sure it’s compliant with the current codes but we’ll give the owner’s 

representative a chance to respond. 
 
Jones All right.  Well, just want to make sure we get it cleared and documented, you know 

what I’m saying?  I know it’s the code, but I need to know, is this a development 
coming into town?  There’s somebody coming in to build this thing?   

 
Brandvold Somebody is going to build this. 
 
Jones Okay.  Well, is it going to be for low-income?  Is there going to be some units there 

for low-income?   
 
Brandvold We’ll ask the – 
 
Jones Well, that’s what we need to put on the plate.  And also, tell him: boots on the 

ground – south Modesto, west Modesto – have you all thought about it before you 
all keep on building up there east?  We need to build some affordable houses on 
south Modesto, west Modesto.  I wouldn’t even approve this, and tell the developer 
that you’ve got to invest in the low-income before you bring in something that’s 
going to be high [inaudible].   

 
Now, listen.  You all know who I am and what I’m thinking.  We’re trying to bring 
peoples up.  And the next investor comes in – if I was mayor, I’m gonna tell you, this 
is what I’d want.  Before you build a high-rise on the north and east side, you’re 
gonna build some in the low-income first, and then you can go over there.  Because 
all you’re doing is packing them over there.  South and west Modesto, ain’t got 
enough houses over there.  We need to build in west Modesto, south Modesto.   

 



Mr. Madrigal – and I don’t know – he may be working on it – but we’ve got to have 
these investors to look out for the unfortunate.  And then there won’t be 
complaining about them sleeping on their house or at their business, because they’ll 
have affordable houses to go to.  And that’s the God truth.   
 
Now, Mayor, when they want to come in here and build, you also make sure, do you 
have 4 or 5 units for low-income?  And if they ain’t got it, tell them move on down 
there.  Move on away.  Because we have to look out for the unfortunate.  The rich is 
getting richer.  Come on.  We’re all on this earth.  Brothers and sisters.  Think about 
it.  Hell, I may be getting evicted – I got to fight again at my place.  I may be 
homeless.  I’m getting tired of fighting.   
 
So make sure, Mayor, when they come in here with that big money, don’t be 
swayed.  You tell them, hey, I’ve got some units that need to go up in south 
Modesto, west Modesto.  You make a proposition to them.  They’ll listen because 
they want that money.  That’s what I would do if I was mayor.  I’d let them know: 
my city is not going to be homeless.  We’re gonna have people to have homes too.   
 
You know it’s a gateway over there, whatever you call it, a toll bridge – I call it an 
invisible toll bridge.  It stops them from moving over there.  And that’s sad.  This 
town is growing.  They’re talking about putting up a new hotel.  Well we don’t want 
people coming here and seeing our homeless hanging out; we want to see them in a 
house.  Let’s do a diligent job, and quit being persuaded by this big money.   
 
Mani, why don’t you go and take your hotel and build some houses over there in 
west Modesto.  Yeah, I said it.  [Inaudible talking; possibly a response from Mani 
Grewal.]  All right.  That’d be appreciated.  We could put 50 and 60 units over there.  
Also, Mayor, give them a little incentive when they come and invest, on the south 
and our low-income, and our unfortunate people.  Y’all can all do that.  You can say 
you know what, if you build up 60, 70, 100 units, we’ll give you a discount on tax or 
something.   
 
Now Bill Zoslocki, you’re into that low-income housing thing, you said, whatever, 
you’re an investor.  Well, tell your boys to invest in south Modesto and west 
Modesto.   

 
I’m still thinking about running for mayor.  I’ve got the backing.  

  



Councilmember Grewal (35:47 - 37:07): 
 
When the votes took place, I just recall from last meeting – and this is something that’s been a 
constant tone of Mr. Jones – is whenever a project comes up, the first thing you say is it should be 
done in west Modesto and south Modesto.  And all of you are welcome – these are public archives, 
you can look at last week’s.  There was a project that came up and the first thing you said – you 
actually countered me and said “Mani, why are you doing projects in north Modesto; you should be 
doing them in south Modesto, west Modesto.”  I appreciate that.  We should look for a prosperous 
and fruitful Modesto all across.  It doesn’t matter to me whether it’s west Modesto, south Modesto 
– Modesto is Modesto for me.   
 
And that’s one of my concerns.  The Board of Building Appeals looks at projects throughout the City, 
and if the person on that board is going to say, well, if it’s not in a certain geographic location I 
don’t want that project to happen, then that’s a concern for me.  So that’s the reason.   
 
I’d be more than willing to talk to you and meet with you and bring this back, but I would like to get 
that clear, that you’re not going to have this discussion based on the geographic location of a 
project; you’re going to look at a project based on its merits, not on geographical location.   

 
 

  



Councilmember Zoslocki (37:10 - 46:55): 
 
A little different view.  I’d like to share a few things with you, to understand who I am and what 
makes me run.  I am a person that is highly concerned about how people react in society, and do 
they respect everyone, do they give people a chance to talk, do they give everyone a fair chance to 
explain, do they allow their ears to open, to hear what people have to say and make an evaluation 
when it comes time to that. 
 
This particular position is an elevated position in the city.  And a person should always be, that is in 
that position, be mindful that their opinions are not to be subjected to their own prejudices but 
should be clearly about what’s best for the City, what’s best for that particular situation, and what’s 
overall the best for everyone.   
 
A very wise man, you’ll recognize this quote I’m sure, is you should not judge a person by the color 
of their skin but by the content of their character.  And I’ve stated my concerns about Sebastian’s 
character in the past, about me.   
 
I was president of building industry association, and was often criticized by Mr. Drake a lot.  One of 
my first tasks was to hire a legislative director.  This is a club, you might say, it could be criticized 
that, although it was a business-run organization.  It’s no longer in Modesto any more because of 
the crash in the economy.  It was incapable of sustaining itself and merged with a different group 
and continued on a different group. 
 
When I became president it was important to me to look at diversity.  And this was in a largely – I’d 
call it a white men kind of group.  That’s just who was in the building business at that time.  So 
when it came time, we were down to two candidates.  One of them as I recall was a gentleman.  
The other was a black woman.  And so when it came time to make the discussion of how we make 
that appointment I said, you know what, the black woman had energy, she was smart, she had the 
intuitiveness about the business even though she wasn’t raised in it, and she understood legislation, 
and so we hired her.  And I was criticized that she wasn’t the best person.  But I thought, no, she’s 
smart.  She needs a chance.  This is an opportunity to sort of break this club up.  The second person 
I brought on was the vice president of the organization.  You had to be a builder to be VP.  And it 
was a woman.  The first woman.  So under my leadership we hired the first executive-level black 
and the first woman, who then became president of the organization.   
 
I’m telling you that because I’ve never noticed the color of Sebastian.  That’s irrelevant in my world.  
I was raised by a mom that would be absolutely aghast at the reaction.  I hadn’t even spoke and I 
was already condemned.  That’s what’s happening, is you haven’t heard – the first thing I said was I 
will come out and meet and talk and spend all the time, and learn too.   
 
I’m looking for quality candidates in this position.  And Mr. Jones repeatedly has pulled the race 
card out and called us racists, right here, multiple times.  He just did it again with Doug when he 
judged Doug, saying that he took advantage of people he had arrested because of the color of their 
skin.  Is that fair?  [Pointing to the skin on the back of his hand and getting worked up] Is that color 
what makes me right or wrong? Because of that?  No!  What’s fair is that everyone is created equal, 
regardless in this country, and we sometimes lose that and fall into a trap.  Everyone is equal.  



Everyone in this room has equal opportunity.  [Somebody yelling]  Yeah, please, I can’t hear you 
anyway; I have severe hearing difficulties.  I’m glad we have microphones, because then I can hear 
what you’re saying.  You see these things?  These are what I use to hear. 
 
So, maybe I’m not going to be understood.   It has nothing to do, other than the content of the 
character, by what I’ve seen here.  Is that going to become a leadership position in other times in 
making a decision, that that’s how a leader would make his decision.  Not for me.  Color of the skin 
is irrelevant.  And you know what, Mr. Drake, you’ve been disrespectful and your character – I told 
you one time the same thing, and you blew a gasket when I said “your character – I’ll put it up any 
day to mine.”   
 
The first apartment building I built: southeast Madera.  I did something that no one else did.  If 
you’re familiar with southeast Madera, it’s a rough, rough neighborhood.  We built 52 units.  Put all 
the cash we had together to build it.  And it’s a diverse community.  And I fenced it so that it would 
be safe for children and moms, so they could walk out the door and see their kids playing in our 
park that we built on it.  Why is that relevant?  Because anybody that was a racist wouldn’t build 
anything down there.  But I wanted to give people a chance.  It was affordable.  100% affordable.  
It’s called Sunrise Village.  It’s on Sunrise Avenue in Madera.   
 
[Applauding from audience member.]  See, this is the disrespect.  You just heard that.  Shouting.  
I’m okay with it; I’m just saying, when it comes to a public position we should respect one another, 
always.  And if I’ve disrespected any of you – if I’ve come across wrong – if there’s something – 
come and tell me.  I’ll sit down with you.  We’ll talk about it.  This is not a society that we should be 
judging one another in that manner.  I appreciate the passion, and I appreciate you taking the time 
to listen to why I made this point.  So I’m waiting for Sebastian, after the five of us – he called us 
racists multiple times – to ever say you know I’m sorry, I shouldn’t have said it.  I would have been 
excited to hear you grow in that area, to say I can fill this spot.  I don’t need to put me first out front 
in order to – so that’s what I’m looking for in any person.  And you’re right, Kristi, it’s never 
happened before, but on this Council we’ve had strife thrown out because at the time of the 
highest level of emotion you’ve jumped in and lit the fuse instead of looking for peace.  And that’s 
what I want is peace.   
 
James Anderson, you will all know.  He was a good friend of mine.  In the short time that I was able 
to get to know him, we’d sit for hours and discuss things.  And you know what – his character was 
bulletproof.  Bulletproof.  And that’s why I loved being around him – because I learned from him.  
So I’m sorry that we’re not completely understood on this.  As I said, I’d be happy to spend some 
time with you and share some more.  Because that’s how we grow.  And maybe I’ll grow and find 
some thing I need to correct in my character, if I’ve said some things or doing things wrong.  Thank 
you. 
 



Councilmember Kenoyer (51:48 – 55:21):   
 
I would like to make a statement about why I voted no.  It is not because he is black; he could be 
orange, green or yellow.  It is because he cannot be fair and cannot be objective.  He has shown this 
at more than one Council meeting.  He always says “you don’t look at the West side.  You don’t do 
anything on the South side.”   
 
I have kind of said, “okay, I’m concerned about him being on a committee.”  Last Tuesday, he really 
solidified the fact that he cannot be fair and objective.  Because we were trying to put – we voted 
on 24 apartments.  He said “why aren’t they on the west side – you always build everything on the 
east side.  If I was mayor I wouldn’t allow that.”  How can you be fair and objective when you’ve 
already decided in your mind that nothing can be done except if it’s on the west side?   
 
Because you’re being taken advantage of.  That isn’t fair.  It has nothing to do with color.  That’s 
what he brings every single time he comes here, is that it has to do with a color issue.  It doesn’t 
have to do with a color issue.  It has to do with someone who can be fair and objective.   
 
And after last Tuesday – I wasn’t going to vote no until last Tuesday when he showed that he could 
not be fair and objective, that he is so fixated on that we aren’t doing anything for the west and 
south side of Modesto that I do not believe that if issues came to him that he could actually be fair 
and objective.  It has nothing to do with his color.  It has nothing to do with anybody’s color.  It has 
to do if I really felt that he could do right by that.  That’s the only reason why.  It’s Mr. Jones, what 
he said.  Yeah he says he says it.  But sometimes what he says makes it not right because you 
cannot just say “I don’t believe anything should be done on the east side unless it’s on the west 
side, and if I was mayor – and he said that: go back and look at Tuesday’s meeting, and that’s what 
he said – he said I would not allow any building on the east side; it would all have to be on the west 
side.   
 
We can’t make people build where they don’t want to build.  It has nothing to do with the city 
council.  It has nothing to do with anyone.  People have to want to build where they build.  But I am 
really being – actually, I feel like I am being taken advantage of, because every time Mr. Jones 
comes here he says it’s because he’s black.  It’s not because he’s black – it’s because of what he 
says.   
 
  



Councilmember Ridenour (55:21 – 1:00:26): 
 
I’m not going to repeat many of the things that’s already been said, because I agree with the 
majority of them.  Just a couple of things that are important to me [inaudible] the decision I did.  
Mr. Jones has been very up-front to us for the last four years about his position on things, and 
there’s absolutely nothing wrong with that.  Nothing wrong with that.  That’s exactly his right as a 
human being; he’s got a First Amendment right and can say anything he wants.  He has called me 
racist; he has accused me of being a corrupt police officer for 41 years.  And he has a right to say 
that.  That is not why I’m making this decision.  However, he must be aware that I can’t just assume 
that he feels that way, because he’s made it abundantly clear that he feels that way. 
 
So, what has that got to do with this assignment?  It requires him to have the primary responsibility 
to hear appeals from any person questioning an order of the chief building department.  And what 
he’s explained to us, I think he would have issues with that.  Because he’s already told us – he told 
us last Tuesday he would not approve anything unless a building is first built on the west side or 
south Modesto.  Again, there is nothing wrong with that.  He can say that.  But when you’re … one 
vote trying to determine the most appropriate person to sit on a non-biased committee that will be 
making decisions City-wide, it’s a concern.  Absolutely a concern of mine.   
 
So when you look at these things and you’re making these decisions, the Appointments Committee 
is the only committee – that everyone needs to know – that doesn’t provide a staff report to this 
Council.  It’s always been that way.  Don’t quite understand it.  So in order for me to find out 
whether Mr. Jones or the other applicant was appropriate under the circumstances, I had to go out 
and I had to request the information.  In addition to other things that I don’t think it’s appropriate 
to bring up tonight, I have received a number of negative things about Mr. Jones.  And I don’t think I 
can bring those up publicly because I haven’t talked to the attorney to see if that’s something I 
should do publicly.  But I have them here and the attorney can look at them as he sees fit.   
 
The most determining factor for me was his application for this position.  And I pulled all the 
applications, and most of the applications responded appropriately and answered most of the 
questions.  And there’s questions like, you know, self-employment, can you vote, are you a City 
voter, County voter.  Mr. Jones did not answer many of them.  In fact, the majority of them he did 
not answer.  List relevant employment: he put one address but he didn’t state what that 
employment was.  How did you learn about the board?  He didn’t answer.  The more critical 
questions were asked: describe your involvement in community activities.  He says he’s a 
community activist but he didn’t specify.  And in parentheses “do not list the partisan activities and 
political parties,” but, you know, indicate what you’ve done.  More importantly, “what is it about 
the position that interests you?”  It should be fairly direct, upfront.  He refused to answer.  “What 
qualities, experience, expertise would you bring to the committee?”  He refused to answer that.   
 
So, the things I talked about earlier, the negative reports I’ve gotten about him personally – and I 
don’t know if anybody else got them; I assume that they did, that somebody sent them to the 
Council – the response, the public announcements that he’s made here for a number of years to us, 
and you sit back over here and say “is he the most appropriate person to fill this position.”  I say no, 
he’s not.  Because there’s other qualified people that in fact answered all the positions and in fact 



had to use additional papers to explain their positions.  And it would be nice to know why they 
weren’t considered.   
 
So it has nothing to do with his race; it has nothing to do with his right to call me a racist or 
whatever he doesn’t like about us – that’s not my business.  But it’s obvious to me that he’s made it 
publicly known how he plans to determine this critical position that we’re asking for him to fill.  
Thank you. 
 
 
 


